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TAGS: C, MZ 

SUBJECT: MOATIZE COAL EXPLOSION 

REF: MAPUTO 958 

1 . MEMBERS OF 21 MAN SOUTH AFRICAN MINE RESCUE TEAM RETURNED 
TO JOHANNESBURG AUGUST 8 FROM SCENE OF MOATIZE MINE DISASTER. 
IN STATEMENTS TO PRESS, TEAM MEMBERS ESTIMATED ACTUAL NUMBER 
KILLED AT ABOUT 70 COMPARED TO PREVIOUS REPORTS OF 150. 

WHEN TEAM ARRIVED AT MINE, AIR IN SHAFT WAS FIVE PERCENT 
METHANE, WELL ABOVE LETHAL LEVEL AND RULING OUT ANY POSSI- 
BILITY OF SURVIVORS. 

2. TEAM MEMBERS PAINTED PICTURE OF CONSIDERABLE CONFUSION 
AND DISORGANIZATION AT MINE. NO MINE OFFICIALS REMAINED AND. 
ALTHOUGH FRELIMO TROOPS PRESENT, NO ORGANIZATION SEEMED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO EXIST AT MINE. BODIES WERE STILL LAID OUT IN MINE OFFICES 
FOR LACK OF COFFINS. TEAM MEMBERS WERE ESCORTED BY FRELIMO 
SOLDIERS THROUGHOUT VISIT ALTHOUGH NO HOSTILITY WAS SHOWN 
BY MINERS. ONCE POSSIBILITY OF SURVIVORS WAS RULED OUT. 

TEAM SPENT TWO DAYS REPAIRING THE VENTILATION SYSTEM SO THAT 
REMAINING BODIES COULD BE REMOVED. WHILE TEAM MEMBERS DID 
NOT EXPRESSLY SAY SO, IMPLICATION WAS THAT FAULTY VENTILATING 
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SYSTEM WAS MAJOR FACTOR IN EXPLOSION. TEAM MEMBERS DID NOT 
ELABORATE ON FATE OF EUROPEAN MINE OFFICIALS KILLED SUB- 
SEQUENT TO EXPLOSION. 

BOWDLER 
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